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I the talk-show circuit and which he- 
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t the talk-show circuit ana w.iicn ee- 

b «- ¥ Ip until the time of the trial it- ume a No. I best «*»•••■*£? 

n " M* * and commentators lime that Garrison started launching 



•cf *j»ltWEKS or television - « a .. the t^e 0 s we uw *«- came a no- » »»' — _ 

\/J shows are no doubt wonderin* VJ> commentators lime lha t Garrison started bunching 

whatever happened to Mark self. a ^ P |tv ^ mn dating about hjs ow n Investigation in December. 
Lane. Mort SaM and other were Q ^ on ^ soc t of promi- i 95S . Soon after, news of Garrison s 

nation specialists who period^ally b1 '°**V he so cas crly sought. probe became public and 
uu-d »o make revelations about the nent co S tradition ; New Orleans to consult 




^ _ nftarAGV to TlO tfk 

District Attorney Jim Garrison had. ©I space to both shorUy a f lM that, in * speech bc- 

evidenee which supposedly revealed news and B v^«*l and a0 doubt the Young Men*.* *“ d ““ r -' ul * 

- politically inspucdconsp^^S^cs^ ThSUU Lan 

hind the assassination ol l^»dent many repo Garrison's motives, Gwr bon had "pr 

>«: J^jan.rsf2 tzT\>T« ** » -s-a ,* - -«*« * « 



Business Club 

Lane decided that 



resident many * case 

* — - oidcring lhtlf dut y to report the me deUll by detail, Incident by 

about Garrison himself, who ^don sawU * ^ C(lts ( / r m lmco £ raphed that It was ao *iron* 

the Johnny Carson Tonight Show ^ often were) of a tW case .** H e went on to say that 

(Jan. 31, 1S6S). There Is no ques- handou^- attorney. even If J ( wh o fired the shots 

Non. as a result of our Investigation, if “JV , public forum for ® m ed president Kennedy.- “how 

^ tan dement of the CeotrallnteU^ * *•■*££* S £ l bn , were initiated.- “tot * 

gence Agency of our country tolled .a deltl *V® tmnorUnt for the pur- foree that is a part of the American !**, 
John Kennedy and that the preset But present state .; tructB(e b involved." nnd he cwfi- - . i . 

Administration is concealing the - poses L_ of “^nation controversy _ls DreiJ i c tcd on the basis of his 



^A e 0l as^oation‘^Sniroveisy Is p^icited on the basis of his 

* ** that Garrison was aided by of Garrison’s •’secret tv%~ 

■ ' 4516 ^ * of critics of the Warren nhe very foundations of 
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-^“Acquitted: By a Jury in New Or- ^-inc£a 3 ing J^pSShU%^«eg^^ 

'sniracy to murder John F. Kennedy. e nces and £*£« ^^[ftw’the puV versity of California at Saa 

reri r<^ businessman, CT*y !~ Shaw, 55. W- B . «£»£ JS"^ in and author of -The S.cond Oswa^ 
,e "Convicted: By a case that collapsed iicat.onof to ^ ^ hU _ a ^Jectuml «y*jSj 5 

.t every seam. District Attorney Jjm . September ISM. ^ h ^ Wl- fe New Vo«SW«o 
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- a ti ,. i l.., a tnoi li»C uiHfict auornev at ~ \ /* v 

assa^in wa* not W f" / -served his "day in court.” nd- \ }t ) Warren Report v/as 

double* antMc * ( in'ittully a curious lack for liberals published iif lDCi t il was tcncral y 

Sahl. who »»* ■“* 'fr hc to „. to be taking in dcf.n-.c or a prose- thought to have been the P ™Ju« o. 
to promote M*r ed the tutor. Ramparts put Garrison’s por- ; a long and exhaustive investigation 

troversy suh^uently bUamed the ^ |hc wv „ o{ jts Jana *ry, . in i a the circumstances 

•establishment ^ c) • lQC3 . issue and In an accompanying the assassination. Assuming thal^- 

* hc J°« °L: ( J for LrriSon editorial declared that -staff writer Warren Commission bad found and 

an mves. , ... . william Turner’s nine-month tnvesti* evaluated all the relcvan 1 ' 

Uke Lane. « ch of lb * C .“'“ gation into the ease of New Orleans that it had conducted a Wj c » ‘ n - 
claimed to have access to « lest * A Jim Garrison has convinced us. vesligation. there were only two 
part of Garrisons *” d * nC ^ that somethinc is terribly, and even logically possible positions: 0> The • 

and on this basis they warned t unusuaUy> rotten in Washington, report was correct 
public that the Johnson Wminisira ^ ^ fu]J Kew t0 Carri . ^ , one assas sin; or (2) he had been 

(ion would face dire consequences i logged 80 000 part of a conspiracy and the eom- 

Carrison were -ver flowed ‘o bring. - JJ ^lechec\m S S foctu- Mission had knowingly MM** 
his evidence to courL For h.s parL . assertion in Carrison . s aston . «i cncc . In other words to _ posit * 

i** i mT<A«+i i* * »nit i ishin z reconstruction of president ' .conspiracy require an a 

- m- ! Kenned/s murder, told for the first attack 0 V^ D ^a^e\nd >* • 

u» r.**.U whifh •**•"•—* ! time in this issue. It fulfills. . mission. Although Mark lane * 

tr-m M. rWM..i i. ..!«'! t»-i »• «*• - , sal jly, many of our most paranoid : number of other dedicated assassma- . 
i,w I*" 1 * i - h j marcs about thc C.I.A., the' tion butts stanch y main tamed the 

tT ' Mfnutcmcn. Dallas fascists and the; latter position, the mass »■*>“ ™* 

£££ the critics' American Nazis. It a.so raises ulti- , SMSZSSZ - 

m theories in most of his own matety serious questions about thu and lane and his 10 bo s^ _ 

!»f™«ees and sought to confirm responsibility of this Government missed as troublemakers and what- 
ff validity of their speculations by and the honesty of our current Preri- ever controversy was bdt>nKed 

S^SrSg 9 icm into bis case, dent." (Popkin had also cited in The ; mainly to the underground. 

r-,rr«nn was challenged to ■ New York Review of Books rumors T\ /7 , . . 

• reveal the grounds for his allegations, that President Johnson was somehow i l .wL Y master's thews .®" T 
r characteristically reply, as suspect because of defects in the Warren Commission, published under 

i* L £«taW CaLh show, warren Report) The -double- the title “Inquest.- was partly «■ - 

£? fm not allowed as an attorney, 'cheeked- evidence never showed up sponsible for widening the scope o. 

‘ " ;th Evidence until the at the trial of Clay Shaw, making the: the controversy. After examining 
to come »p v mysterious -paranoid nightmare" seem an apt the internal workings of tiw commis- 

case ’description for what remained unsub- sion . , argued, basically, that tht 

“secret evidence never mai.rianzeu ■«»£ assumption of an exhaustive invesli- 

in court and_ “ e . . , claimed That these magazines accepted gation was invalid. I found that the 

WarrenCommissio». who had^ ^ Carrisoll * s claims on blind faith leads . commission’s investigation had been 
to have acc * ^ wonder whether the Warren se vereV limited both by bureaucratic 

ing the bag. Report was not similarly rejected in . pressures from within and by ^ the 



G , blind contempt tor me n mu™. -une conuiuun u»i~*" — — — 

ARRISON’S cause was »ls‘» SUCCMde< ) Kennedy, for reasons more am j. at certain crucial ptwnts, was 
Championed by far-out periodicals liticaS than evidentiary. In any : )it t]e more thin an. exercise in the „ 
like The Los Angeles Free Press and us ^ ^ appea ri ns virtually empty- clarification of superficial evidence. - 
the white citizens’ Councillor as hatlde(J at the trial. Garrison exposed In reconsidering tile case, in terms 
well as journals like The New York ^ tIu{f i areer than h!s own; he left c f t h c work actually, accomplished by ■ 
Review of Books and Ramparts. ^ 4ny ^5^ who were instrumental'- ‘the commission, a number of promi-- 
These publications had previously re- (n ^ ; . rM t ;[ in E the Warren Report , nent reviewers — including Harrison* 
Jected the conclusion of the Warren J{>oWl1g Jike something less than the s £. Salisbury (who had written the 
I Commission ostensibly because they dis;rilerM ted factfinders they pre- ; introduction to one edition of tho 
; had found the commission’s tended to be. And in view of the - Warren Report). Richard Goodwin, 

-gation defective (not for -political d ; SCTC ^;t he brought them, it is not t Alexander BickeS, Max Lemer and 
' reasons ie„ because it had been „ rt!colariy surprising that now some / Lord Devlin-Agreed that the com- _ 
Usucd under the auspices of (he disgrunt]e<J critics have even “d-| ; mission’s investigation may not have 
Johnson Administration), yet Uiesa ■ need the theory that Garrison^ bcen exhaustive, may Indeed have 




choosing to pa** ■“ many mon » . . . 

Ukes and Garrison’s own transparent >t least, of outright dishonesty 
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mission's investigation JeTt open the 
possibility of onevaluaU<l evidenjo,^ 
there was at Jcast a posafchiy of a 
* m«dia 



on the assassin^i-. ci ^ themselves from Jim Garrison lawyer, uie u* 

Ideas in New York* sent Popk_ to ask w hat questions * shows across the country 

>(cw OrU*vns t where be was gi • ^ assassination of President ! l0 provide exposure for the — 

by prior arrangement. acctss Q , Kcnnedv still remain tmanswered. -and doubters, and the dcmonologists 
prosecution's key wjtI J^ S L n n WfA ( e it is worthwhile to recall the history fi0t t US y (many had bcoks* as well as 
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Lcrvicw. =»■»" — ' the third shot. VJ ^ analysis 
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people. In acun. _ __. Ws office technique no doubt s jn thB re -cnaclmenl by the com 

critics') t ^ Cori '^. t “ -Scaler, he pro- mity. it P roduc ” C ° Denver, be ■ mission's staff. **» 

into a sort of L,W, " E ti . c charges audience. « e * "■ ?*" Jsn ' t it j!!f. er the aasass^vation indicated that 

cccdcd to a ”f* dozcn persons, turned in ■»* . d,f * i fc f„ r example. (the foliage of n» 0»k ’***.“1!? bC j 
against more potential grange, one mrM - " ^ once 'tween the gunman's lint e£ saghtanil 
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was something . maga- .worked for the r wy hcn( i c d _ d lt was then deduced that 
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* ■ t . ■ assumed that what was probable 

a-*plil-!tctffid or a ncurolor.iral r*- K “ * 

action* — cOitld account for the effect* 



ir the President was indeed hit 
most simultaneously by twa riflcn*.a 
firing from two different directions, 
as Thompson argues, one would cx- 
| peel to find evidence of this in the 
X-rays and photographs taken at U>c 
Presidents autopsy. This material, 
however, had not been examined by 
the commission or its staff — it was 
turned over to the Kennedy family 
which, in turn, consigned it to the 
National Archives with the condition 
that it could not be open to examina- 
tion for five years (that is, until 
1971 ), 

This means that the key to the 
mystery of the head movement was 
•thus unavailable to Thompson wh^n 
he wrote his book in 1957* Recently, 
when pressed for the autopsy mate- 
rial by Garrison (who claimed it was 

relevant to his case), the Justice De- 
partment released an evaluation of 
It by two respected forensic path- 
ologists. Both doctors concluded that 
•the X-rays and photographs indicated 
(hat the President’s head was hit 
from only one direction — from be- 
hind,. 

jL here are still a great number or 
inconsistencies, ms Mrs. Meagher 
points out in her bobk, between the 



And that questions about t 
^ic^.issassi nation remain docs now \ 
necessarily mean that answers can| 
be found for them. 

When it was shown that the W^r-J 
ren Commission had conducted a less; 
than exhaustive investigation, a great j 
many people assumed that a rewj 
Investigation, not predisposed to the' 
dingle-assassin theory, would uncover j 
new evidence. Garrison, however, — ; 

assisted initially by Life magazines 
and later by m ar >y critic* of the' 
Warren Report, searched for two 
years without finding any relevant 
new 
present 
tag, 
den ce 
there 

firing. - 

It is, of course, possible that new 
evidence may yet develop to chal- 
lenge the single-assassin theory. The 
lesson that Garrison has made abuM' 
damly clear h that the credibility of t ^ 
evidence cannot be divorced from the . 
credibility or the investigator who 
presents iL Since there seems to be 
little prospect of a new Investigation 
In the near future, and many of the 
critics have been discredited as in 
wsUgators by the New Orleans epi 
sode, it appears fikely that Garrison 
may be. the final chapter in the 
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insertions in the Warren Report and- ^ove^V.. n, 

) lhe data in the accompanying 26 vol- . 

umes of testimony and evidence, ano ■ # 

unresolved questions about Oswald s. < 

life and activities before the assass;- 
Baation. (Many of the questions left 
©ulsUnding by the commission, how- 
ever, were resolved subsequently by ^ 

Elmer Gertz in his book, ““Moment 

of Madness,* - which dealt with Ruby s . 

activities, and by Professor Thomp- ^ - 

ton in the appendix to bis book-) - . 

Unfortunately, there Is no formula - 
for adding up inconsistencies and : . , 

arriving at the truth. For example “ ■ - 

If hundreds of errors and tn consist- * . ... 

encles were found in the report of a • ; . , - • , 

commission formed -to ^ terT " in f . - V/ + ' ‘ 

whether the earth was round or flat, ^ 

U anight mean that the commission ; ' 

was hasty or sloppy In performing g * # . 

, Its task or. if oil »«* l “ | * ‘ ' 

one direction, tendentious but -It | •• 

•would not in itself the . ‘ 

earth Is flat Ifor, given th* **»- . ^ 

9;« gJ .at nature of reality, tan » b* 



MOItT SAHL# comedian, cncour- 
* 03 ed the controversy on television . 
, * * blamed the Establishment when - 
bis TV show was dropped * * s bo* 
come a Garrison *Tnve3tigator* 
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